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and thereby an increasingly impure blood supply and a progressive 
weakening of the cardiac systole. It is almost impossible to cure these 
cases absolutely and permanently; the very fact that the poison is 
manufactured in the system and can be eliminated only by a careful 
diet and well-regulated life often leads to a recurrence of the heart 
symptoms in time and makes it almost a necessity that the patient 
should undergo a course of treatment regularly every twelve months 
for two or three years, and then perhaps every second or third year. 
He says there is no greater mistake than to lead these people to believe 
that one course will cure them completely, though young patients 
suffering from mild forms of rheumatic and gouty hearts, without 
valvular disease, will often remain in good health for several years 
after a single course, especially if a careful dietary and habit of life 
are followed. Cases of cardiac enfeeblement from excessive smoking 
and prolonged illness, such as typhoid fever and malaria, belong also 
to this group, the Nauheim treatment being in these cases a most valu¬ 
able aid to such methods of cure as rest, tonics and change of air, and 
producing a much more rapid return to health than could otherwise 
be expected. (2) In this group he ranks those cases of both rheumatic 
and gouty origin in which the valves have been permanently injured, 
and signs of commencing cardiac failure, such as headache, shortness 
of breath, palpitation, cyanosis, and pain, are present. It is self-evident 
that patients of this class cannot be cured and that one course of baths 
will not produce a permanent improvement, but it will undoubtedly 
produce a much more lasting and satisfactory one than any other treat¬ 
ment. (3) Authorities differ greatly as to the nature of the cases that 
should be included in this group. The author’s experience of the treat¬ 
ment has led him to believe that unsuitable patients are those who are, 
and have been, habitually heavy drinkers, those whom one believes 
to be suffering from syphilitic affection of the heart, those suffering 
from marked degeneration of the vessel walls, those exhibiting typical 
symptoms of aortic regurgitation, and very old people. The chronic 
heart case usually met with in hospitals, broken down by a long struggle 
to work when unfit and accustomed to bad and even insufficient food, 
is also one of the most unsatisfactory for the Nauheim treatment.— 
Lancet, 1903, No. 4168, p. 153. 

Sublamine in the Treatment of Parasitic Scalp Diseases.— Dr. Wil¬ 
liam S. Gottheil, in reporting an extensive experience in ringworm 
in a large institution, finds that this remedy was more rapid than the 
bichloride because of its greater penetration and because it can be 
employed in stronger solutions, being less irritant. The solutions em¬ 
ployed were 1:750 or 1:1000 .—The Medical News, 1903, vol. liii. 
p. 735. 

Sciatica; its Nature and Treatment. — Dr. Wm. Bruce contributes 
some revolutionary ideas to the etiology and pathology of sciatica, based 
on deductions of some 418 cases which have been under his observation 
during the past thirteen years. He believes that, after all, sciatica is a 
disease of the hip-joint and not a neuritis of the sciatic nerve, and that 
it is connected with the gouty or rheumatic diseases, and may be called 
a monoarticular rheumatic arthritis of the hip. The reasons for his 
deductions he presents, and his conclusions lead him to a modification 
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in the treatment. Rest of the joint is one of the most important features. 
Blisters may be of some service, and sedative lotions and fomentations 
are sometimes valuable. Massage and electricity are contraindicated. 
Antigout and antirheumatic remedies are recommended. Turpentine 
has proven of benefit when taken internally.— Lancet, 1903, No. 4173 
p. 511. 

The Treatment of Puerperal Sepsis.— Dr. Hiram N. Vineberg em¬ 
ploys the ointment of colloidal silver (unguentum Crede) in cases when 
he can find no lesion which demands surgical intervention, believing 
that it is of some service either in aiding the system to eliminate the 
toxins produced or in some way counteracting their deleterious influence. 
It is certain that several desperate cases, in which this silver was em¬ 
ployed by inunction, ended in recovery .—Journal of Obstetrics, 1903, 
No. 9,p.325. 

Dr. H. Fehling believes that this substance intravenously employed 
in sterile 2 per cent, solutions, 2 to 5 drachms for a dose, is of great 
value .—Munchener medicinische Wochenschrift, 1903, No. 33, S. 1409. 


Treatment of Chorea by Ergot— Dr. Eustace Smith calls attention 
to the use of ergot as a sedative in nervous diseases. He says in children 
particularly it acts as a very valuable sedative, believing this is an action 
due to its influence on the blood supply, on the nerve tissues in the 
spinal cord in part, or perhaps a direct sedative. No ill effects have 
ever been observed by him, although he gives doses of a drachm every 
hour for three weeks for children seven or eight years of age and doses 
of 20 drops or more for many months at a stretch. In chorea its action 
is not as reliable as Fowler’s solution, but often arsenic is not well 
borne by many patients. Ergot acts more quickly than arsenic. He 
states a number of cases, saying that it is sometimes necessary to push 
the doses of the remedy, boys seemingly requiring larger doses than 
girls .—British Medical Journal, 1903, No. 2220, p. 133. 

Aspirin in Chorea — Dr. R. T.Williamson has recently been prescrib¬ 
ing aspirin in thirty-five consecutive instances of chorea. Inasmuch as 
the mild forms of the disease have a tendency to recover without treatment 
in from six to ten weeks, his conclusions are given with a certain amount 
of reserve. In mild cases the aspirin has seemed to be of service, but 
other drugs have proven equally valuable. In severe cases he believes 
that the drug in from 10 to 15 grain doses, given three or four times 
a day, is of value. Aspirin cannot be considered as a specific of chorea, 
but it is well worth trying, particularly in severe cases. It is best given 
in powders in water to which a little lemon juice has been added.— 
Lancet, 1903, No. 4173, p. 526. 


Antitoxin in Hay Fever.— Dr. Felix Semon gives his impressions 
on the efficiency of Dunbar’s antitoxin in hay fever, some preliminary 
results of which he published in 1903. He bases his remarks on the 
observations of eight hay fever patients whom he has personally treated. 
These cases have been under his direct supervision and the patients 
themselves have not had charge of the treatment. Thus far he has not 
met with any untoward by-effects of any kind in his limited experience, 
and he thinks it reasonable that patients may be trusted with the self- 



